Bold faith (Daniel 6)

Ephesians 6:13 (ESV)

BTherefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day,
and having done all, to stand firm. (Truth, righteousness, gospel, faith, salvation, sword of the
Spirit/the Word, prayer)

Daniel was a leader, but especially a spiritual leader. (Approved by God, experience
walking with God, great track record/testimony, superior decisions, Holy Spirit led)

It wasn’t determined by race, gender, or discriminated by age- over 80 at this time.
2" of the famous two stories of Daniel. (Kids stories, especially.)

Front end of a new government being set up. (He was probably second in command.)
(Excellent spirit again!)

There is nothing wrong with a Christian being a “stand out’ positively.

Darius was only king for 2 years before death, then Cyrus.

There was sabotage in this new government set up. (Sound familiar?)

Daniel 6:1-3 (ESV)

Yt pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satraps, to be throughout the whole kingdom;
2and over them three high officials, of whom Daniel was one, to whom these satraps should
give account, so that the king might suffer no loss.

3Then this Daniel became distinguished above all the other high officials and satraps, because
an excellent spirit was in him. And the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom.
(Only way to get Daniel was to try and trip him for not compromising on God.)

1.

Walking with Christ requires a stand - (“Just do it secretly” people say. Are you
really doing any harm by just “laying low”?)

You may have to make a stand at work, to do outreach, right now in our country!
(We refuse to say anything about lifestyles, the influx of idolatrous influence, etc.)
After salvation testimony, Suth., pressure from a threat at church...

These other officers had a jealous spirit. 2 Timothy 3:1 (ESV)

'But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty.

Daniel 6:4-10 (ESV)

*Then the high officials and the satraps sought to find a ground for complaint against Daniel
with regard to the kingdom, but they could find no ground for complaint or any fault, because
he was faithful, and no error or fault was found in him.

>Then these men said, “We shall not find any ground for complaint against this Daniel unless we
find it in connection with the law of his God.”

®Then these high officials and satraps came by agreement to the king and said to him, “O King
Darius, live forever!

’All the high officials of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the counselors and the
governors are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an injunction,
that whoever makes petition to any god or man for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be
cast into the den of lions.



®Now, O king, establish the injunction and sign the document, so that it cannot be changed,
according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be revoked.”
*Therefore King Darius signed the document and injunction.
%When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had
windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a
day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously.

a. Daniel was obviously scared to death! © (They left him out of this meeting)

b. They couldn’t find any complaint- (He was faithful, and no error- like no one in

Washington) How is your testimony?

1 Corinthians 9:26—-27 (ESV)

%S0 1do not run aimlessly; | do not box as one beating the air.

2’But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others | myself
should be disqualified.

c. The only way was to trip him up with his God. (Satan in the garden -deception,
flattery.) Daniel was loyal to God, and bold in his faith in God.

d. There are these moments in churches too... (Always God’s side!)

e They rush over to Darius/remind him of law/Tell on Daniel/ He was king, but they
had a structure under him/ unlike Nebs absolute- From gold to silver

e Darius was displeased with himself. (He tried to find a way around the law.)

e The other leaders cornered Darius. (When you do that, you better succeed!)

2. When you stand it may come with a cost- (We saw Han, Azz, Mesh, Joseph and
others succeed but it cost the disciples their lives, Isaiah the prophet, John the
Baptist.)

a. Daniel knows this.

Daniel 6:16-23 (ESV)

®Then the king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast into the den of lions. The king
declared to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!”

YAnd a stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own
signet and with the signet of his lords, that nothing might be changed concerning Daniel.
¥Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no diversions were brought to
him, and sleep fled from him.

Then, at break of day, the king arose and went in haste to the den of lions.

2°As he came near to the den where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of anguish. The king
declared to Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve
continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?”

?1Then Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever!

22My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths, and they have not harmed me, because |
was found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, | have done no harm.”

2Then the king was exceedingly glad, and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den.
So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had
trusted in his God.



b. There was a signet on the tomb of Jesus, but God walked out. (There was a
signet, but Daniel walked out.) Faith in Jesus and we walk into eternity.

c. Love for God and His Word is the truth that we cling too. (Compromise that leads
astray is not love.)

d. There are plenty of churches growing but not sticking with truth. (Temporary over
eternal.) There are plenty of people that are malicious. (Sanballat, Tobiah)

e There was no harm done. (Trusting in His God)

e The king threw the others and their families in the lion’s den. (Because of their
maliciousness.) God sees his people and sees the malicious ones.

e Darius makes a decree to the world.

Hebrews 11:33 (ESV)

3who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the
mouths of lions,

Daniel 6:25-28 (ESV)

*>Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth:
“Peace be multiplied to you.

%I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to tremble and fear before the God
of Daniel, for he is the living God, enduring forever; his kingdom shall never be destroyed, and
his dominion shall be to the end.

?’He delivers and rescues; he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth, he who has
saved Daniel from the power of the lions.”

%830 this Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

Billy Graham- “Spiritual forces and resources are available to all Christians. Because
our resources are unlimited, Christians will be winners. Millions of angels are at God’s
command and at our service. The hosts of heaven stand at attention as we make our
way from earth to glory, and Satan’s bb guns are no match for God’s heavy artillery. So
don’t be afraid. God is for you. He has committed His angels to wage war in the conflict
of the ages — and they will win the victory. “

When the tribulation is over, our persecutors will be judged. We must simply be
faithful.



