From the kingdoms of man to God’s Kingdom

There are many experts out there presently who are saying “why should we care about
Israel”? And they are supposedly from a Christian slant.

In Daniel, it is true that he looks at the future from a Jewish lens, but what makes so
much of it confusing is how gentile nations are comingled!

The fact of the matter is God works history through Israel and ultimately it centers
around a spiritual Israel in which churches are grafted in! (Daniel doesn’t see the church
but he is looking at things from his people’s standpoint.)

Revelation shows both! (So, we get so much background from Daniel that we can use!)

Romans 11:23-24 (ESV)
2And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the
power to graft them in again.
2*For if you were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature,
into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, the natural branches, be grafted back
into their own olive tree.

1. Church and politics- ( Can’t help but see the intersection here)

Daniel 8:1-14 (ESV)

YIn the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar a vision appeared to me, Daniel, after that
which appeared to me at the first.

2And | saw in the vision; and when | saw, | was in Susa the citadel, which is in the province of
Elam. And | saw in the vision, and | was at the Ulai canal.

| raised my eyes and saw, and behold, a ram standing on the bank of the canal. It had two
horns, and both horns were high, but one was higher than the other, and the higher one came
up last.

*| saw the ram charging westward and northward and southward. No beast could stand before
him, and there was no one who could rescue from his power. He did as he pleased and became
great.

>As | was considering, behold, a male goat came from the west across the face of the whole
earth, without touching the ground. And the goat had a conspicuous horn between his eyes.
®He came to the ram with the two horns, which | had seen standing on the bank of the canal,
and he ran at him in his powerful wrath.

’I saw him come close to the ram, and he was enraged against him and struck the ram and
broke his two horns. And the ram had no power to stand before him, but he cast him down to
the ground and trampled on him. And there was no one who could rescue the ram from his
power.

8Then the goat became exceedingly great, but when he was strong, the great horn was broken,
and instead of it there came up four conspicuous horns toward the four winds of heaven.

0ut of one of them came a little horn, which grew exceedingly great toward the south, toward
the east, and toward the glorious land.



1%t grew great, even to the host of heaven. And some of the host and some of the stars it threw
down to the ground and trampled on them.
1t became great, even as great as the Prince of the host. And the regular burnt offering was
taken away from him, and the place of his sanctuary was overthrown.
2And a host will be given over to it together with the regular burnt offering because of
transgression, and it will throw truth to the ground, and it will act and prosper.
B3Then | heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to the one who spoke, “For how
long is the vision concerning the regular burnt offering, the transgression that makes desolate,
and the giving over of the sanctuary and host to be trampled underfoot?”
“And he said to me, “For 2,300 evenings and mornings. Then the sanctuary shall be restored to
its rightful state.”

a. Itisimportant to note that this vision was presented 200 years before it
happened!
The ram is Media and Persia, with Persia’s influence raising later.
Persia was in the east, so they moved in conquering to the north, west, south
Susa was the capital of Medo-Persian empire.
Suddenly, Greece from the west comes at the ram, without touching the ground.
(Fast) Alexander the Great was famous for the force and speed of his
conquests.

®eoo

When the Medo-Persians moved towards Greece they moved through a narrow pass,
where Greece waited for them there and as they came through, they destroyed them.
(Fierce battle, and destruction.)

They also lost over 300 vessels in a storm at sea. (Two tactical blunders it seems.)

f. This definitely shows that God is fully aware of the happenings on this earth.

g. The goat became great/ Alexander is known to have wept when he had
conquered the world because there was no more conquering!

e Babylon, Medo Persia, and the Greek world empires went down heavily
influenced in the “party lifestyle”. (It is the way that civilizations manage to self-
destruct!)

h. The horn was broken at the age of 32. (4 generals broke empire into 4 kingdoms)
Cassander/Macedonia and Greece, Lysimachus/area now known as Turkey,
Seleucus/Asian realm, Ptolemy/Egypt and N. Africa.

i. Little horn- not the same as in 7. Which was the antichrist BUT he is a very
powerful picture that shows us a preview of the antichrist. (Historical)

e Out of the Seleucid region/Syria/Antiochus IV/He made his move on the
“pleasant land” which is Israel. (Why such hatred for Israel? It really is
supernatural.)



e He tried to exterminate the Jewish nation/idol worship in the temple/blood of
swine on the altar(He was possessed, the way that antichrist is) Hitler/now
students!

e Angels/how long? 6 or 7 years/Then Judas Maccabeus and their revolution.
(Before Christ)

Daniel 8:15-17 (ESV)
>When I, Daniel, had seen the vision, | sought to understand it. And behold, there stood before
me one having the appearance of a man.
®*And | heard a man’s voice between the banks of the Ulai, and it called, “Gabriel, make this
man understand the vision.”
S0 he came near where | stood. And when he came, | was frightened and fell on my face. But
he said to me, “Understand, O son of man, that the vision is for the time of the end.”

2. Understanding the vision- (God explains through Gabriel the angel)

a. This involves the time of the end/Antiochus is used as a picture of the antichrist,

and it is an alarming “type”.

Matthew 24:24 (ESV)
*For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to
lead astray, if possible, even the elect.

b. Look at the similarities-
Daniel 8:24 (ESV)
2*His power shall be great—but not by his own power; and he shall cause fearful destruction
and shall succeed in what he does, and destroy mighty men and the people who are the saints.

c. Antiochus destroyed many Jews; antichrist will too and others.

Revelation 13:6—7 (ESV)
®It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling,
that is, those who dwell in heaven.
’Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it
over every tribe and people and language and nation,

e The saints in Revelation are the ones that believe in that time (Jew and gentile)

Daniel 8:25 (ESV)
2By his cunning he shall make deceit prosper under his hand, and in his own mind he shall
become great. Without warning he shall destroy many. And he shall even rise up against the
Prince of princes, and he shall be broken—but by no human hand.

e Shall make deceit prosper under his hand- antichrist will control finances/mark

e Great in his own mind- antichrist power and blasphemy the last 3.5 years

e Without warning destroys many- antichrist (Revelation comes in on a white horse

but then comes the red horse in 6) Deceptive in peace only to destroy.




e Shall revolt against Prince of princes- antichrist and all antichrists are at war
personally with Christ. (He is the Prince of Peace, The Messiah, Our King,
Salvation)

Daniel 8:26—-27 (ESV)

**The vision of the evenings and the mornings that has been told is true, but seal up the vision,
for it refers to many days from now.”

>’ And I, Daniel, was overcome and lay sick for some days. Then | rose and went about the king’s
business, but | was appalled by the vision and did not understand it.

It was hard for Daniel to understand, and it was to show times to come.

For Israel and for the gentile, Because God’s plan is for Israel and all people.

All of us will be one in eternity. One spiritual nation.



